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Habitat: Open forests, fields, meadows, wetlands and gardens.

The global population of Monarchs has gone down by more than 70 percent in the

last 20 years! To protect, Mimikej, start a butterfly garden with native plants, including

swamp milkweed.

M I M I K E J  ( M I ’ K M A Q )  *  M O N A R C H  B U T T E R F L Y  ( E N G L I S H )  *  
D A N A U S  P L E X I P P U S  ( S C I E N T I F I C  N A M E )



Habitat: Prefers old growth boreal forests with a dense undercover of thickets.

 Lynx are endangered in Unama’ki (Cape Breton) due to small populations and habitat

loss. In the Bras d'Or Lakes watershed, Watch out for Apuksikn in the Boisdale Hills!

A P U K S I K N  ( M I ’ K M A Q )  *  C A N A D A  L Y N X  ( E N G L I S H )  *  
L Y N X  C A N A D E N S I S  ( S C I E N T I F I C  N A M E )



Habitat: Found in flood plains, along slow-moving streams, woodlands, fields. 

Turtles are a symbol of knowledge and wisdom because of the knowledge they gain

over their very long lives— up to 60 years.

M I K J I K J  ( M I ’ K M A Q )  *  W O O D  T U R T L E  ( E N G L I S H )  *  
G L Y P T E M Y S  I N S C U L P T A  ( S C I E N T I F I C  N A M E )



Habitat: Found in mature coniferous forests (spruce and fir). 

 Martin are endangered in Unama’ki due to small populations and habitat loss.

Apistane'wj is an opportunistic feeder, consuming whatever prey is most abundant,

Meadow voles are an important food source throughout the year. 

A P I S T A N E ’ W J  ( M I ’ K M A Q )  *  A M E R I C A N  M A R T I N  ( E N G L I S H )  *  
M A R T E S  A M E R I C A N A  ( S C I E N T I F I C  N A M E )



Habitat: Boreal Forest, near streams, peat bogs, marshes, swamps and beaver ponds.

Pu’tliskiej is listed as a species of special concern in Unama’ki due to a decline of 

 nearly 90% since 1970 in North America. 

P U ' T L I S K I E J  ( M I ’ K M A Q )  *  R U S T Y  B L A C K B I R D  ( E N G L I S H )  *  
E U P H A G U S  C A R O L I N U S  ( S C I E N T I F I C  N A M E )



Habitat: A wetland species, found in swamps, floodplains and fens.

 Wisqoq is listed as a threatened species in Unama’ki, with only 12 documented seed

bearing individuals. Black ash is culturally significant as it can be peeled into thin strips

and used for making baskets, barrel hoops, snowshoe frames and canoe ribs.

W I S Q O Q  ( M I ’ K M A Q )  *  B L A C K  A S H  ( E N G L I S H )  *  
F R A X I N U S  N I G R A  ( S C I E N T I F I C  N A M E )



Habitat: Visits a variety of shrubs and flowers. Often found along shorelines with a

variety of flowering shrubs and flowers.

The queen can control whether an egg will be become a male or a female. Eggs that

become males are not fertilized: a male bee has no father!

A M U  ( M I ’ K M A Q )  *  Y E L L O W - B A N D E D  B U M B L E  B E E  ( E N G L I S H )  *  
B O M B U S  T E R R I C O L A  ( S C I E N T I F I C  N A M E )



Habitat: Found in a wide range of habitats, including meadows, mixed farm lands,

urban areas, and boreal forest.

Once widespread in Nova Scotia, up to mid-1990s. None have been found in last 15

years! 

A M U  ( M I ’ K M A Q )  *  G Y P S Y  C U C K O O  B U M B L E  B E E  ( E N G L I S H )  *  
B O M B U S  B O H E M I C U S  ( S C I E N T I F I C  N A M E )



Habitat: Found in balsam fir stands up to 300m above sea level.

The boreal felt lichen is listed as an endangered species in Unama’ki. It is only found in

small pockets along the Atlantic coast in Canada, southcentral Alaska and the

Kamchatka Peninsula in Russia!

 B O R E A L  F E L T  L I C H E N  ( E N G L I S H )  *  
E R I O D E R M A  P E D I C E L L A T U M  ( S C I E N T I F I C  N A M E )



Habitat: Inhabits mixed and coniferous forests. Nests in open areas, including

beaches, marshes, and recently logged forests.

Pi'jkwej is a crepuscular and nocturnal bird, meaning that is is active at dawn and

dusk, and through the night.

P I ' J K W E J  ( M I ’ K M A Q )  *  C O M M O N  N I G H T H A W K  ( E N G L I S H )  *  
C H O R D E L L E S  M I N O R  ( S C I E N T I F I C  N A M E )







Habitat: Open areas (forest edges or clearings) containing tall trees for perching.

The Olive-sided fly catcher is listed as a species of special concern in Unama’ki. There

have been widespread and constant population declines in Canada since 1960.

O L I V E - S I D E D  F L Y C A T C H E R  ( E N G L I S H )  *  
D C O N T O P U S  C O O P E R I  ( S C I E N T I F I C  N A M E )



Habitat: Prefers open habitats for foraging, including grassy fields, pastures; nests in

artificial structures, like barns.

Pukwalesin forages in the air and specializes on a diet of flying insects.

The oldest known Barn Swallow in North America was at least 10 years old!

P U K W A L E S I N  ( M I ’ K M A Q )  *  B A R N  S W A L L O W  ( E N G L I S H )  *  
H I R U N D O  R U S T I C A  ( S C I E N T I F I C  N A M E )



Habitat: Found in a variety of forest types, but it is most commonly in wet, mixed

deciduous - coniferous forest with lots of shrubs.

The Canada Warbler feeds mainly on flying insects, such as mosquitoes and

butterflies and moths, and spiders in the shrub layer

C A N A D A  W A R B L E R  ( E N G L I S H )  *  
C A R D E L L I N A  C A N A D E N S I S  ( S C I E N T I F I C  N A M E )


